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means for positioning the spheres at spaced apart locations along substantially the 
entire length of the exit passageway of the cylindrical water filter. 

2. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim I wherein the 
sphere positioning means comprises a mesh tube formed from a polymeric material and extending 
along the axis of the exit passageway of the cylindrical water filter for receiving and positioning the 
spheres therein. 

3. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 2 wherein the 
mesh tube is formed from a polymeric material having memory whereby the mesh tube is expanded 
to initially receive the spheres therein and contracts as the diameters of the spheres are reduced as 
the water treatment chemical agent comprising the spheres is dissolved into the water flowing 
through the cylindrical filter. 

4. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 1 wherein the 
sphere positioning means comprises a coil spring formed from a polymeric material and extending 
along the axis of the exit passageway of the cylindrical water filter and wherein the spheres are 
received between adjacent coils comprising the spring, 

5 > (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 4 wherein the 
coil spring is formed from a polymeric material having memory whereby the distance between 
adjacent coils of the spring expands to receive the spheres therebetween and contracts as the water 
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treatment chemical agent comprising the Spheres is dissolved into the water flowing through the 
cylindrical water filter. 

6 . (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 1 wherein each 
of the spheres has a passageway extending diametrically therethrough and wherein the sphere 
positioning means comprises a rod formed from a polymeric material and having the spheres 
supported at spaced apart intervals thereon. 

7. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 6 wherein the 
passageways through the spheres are characterized by a predetermined inside diameter and wherein 
the rod is characterized by a predetermined outside diameter which is sufficiently larger than the 
inside diameter of the spheres to prevent the spheres from moving relative to the rod. 

8. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 6 further 
including a plurality of spacers mounted on the rod and positioned between adjacent spheres 
mounted thereon. 

9. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 6 wherein the 
rod has a plurality of radially extending protrusions formed thereon, wherein the radially extending 
protrusions are located at spaced apart intervals along the length of the rod, and wherein the spheres 
are engaged with the protrusions to prevent relative movement between the spheres and rod. 
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1 0. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 9 wherein the 
spheres arc molded around the radially extending protrusions of the rod. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) A water treatment system comprising: 

a cylindrical filter having an axis and having a cylindrical exit passageway extending 

along the axis; 

the cylindrical exit passageway of the cylindrical water filter being characterized by 
a predetermined inside diameter and a predetermined length; 

a plurality of spheres each formed from a predetermined water treatment chemical 
agent and each having an outside diameter which is less than the inside diameter of the exit 
passageway of the cylindrical water filter; and 

means for securing the spheres at spaced apart locations along substantially the entire 
length of the exit passageway of the cylindrical water filter. 

12. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 1 1 wherein the 
sphere positioning means comprises a mesh tube formed from a polymeric material and extending 
along the axis of the exit passageway of the cylindrical water filter for receiving and positioning the 
spheres therein. 

1 3 . (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 1 2 wherein the 
mesh tube is formed from a polymeric material having memory whereby the mesh tube is expanded 
to initially receive the spheres therein and contracts as the diameters of the spheres are reduced as 
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the water treatment chemical agent comprising the spheres is dissolved into the water flowing 
through the cylindrical filter. 

14. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 11 whercinthe 
sphere positioning means comprises a coil spring formed from a polymeric material and extending 
along the axis of the exit passageway of the cylindrical water filter and wherein the spheres are 
received between adjacent coils comprising the spring. 

1 5. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 14 wherein the 
coil spring is formed from a polymeric material having memory whereby the distance between 
adjacent coils of the spring expands to receive the spheres therebetween and contracts as the water 
treatment chemical agent comprising the spheres is dissolved into the water flowing through the 
cylindrical water filter, 

16. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 1 1 wherein 
each of the spheres has a passageway extending diametrically therethrough and wherein the sphere 
positioning means comprises a rod formed from a polymeric material and having the spheres 
supported at spaced apart intervals thereon, 

17. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 16 wherein the 
passageways through the spheres are characterized by a predetermined inside diameter and wherein 
the rod is characterized by a predetermined outside diameter which is sufficiently larger than the 
inside diameter of the spheres to prevent the spheres from moving relative to the rod. 
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18. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 16 further 
including a plurality of spacers mounted on the rod and positioned between adjacent spheres 
mounted thereon. 

1 9. (Previously presented) Hie water treatment system according to claim 1 6 wherein the 
rod has a plurality of radially extending protrusions formed thereon, wherein the radially extending 
protrusions are located at spaced apart intervals along the length of the rod, and wherein the spheres 
are engaged with the protrusions to prevent relative movement between the spheres and rod. 

20. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 1 9 wherein the 
spheres are molded around the radially extending protrusions of the rod. 

2 1 . (Previously presented) A water treatment system comprising: 

a cylindrical filter having an axis and having a cylindrical exit passageway extending 

along the axis; 

the cylindrical exit passageway of the cylindrical water filter being characterized by 
a predetermined inside diameter and a predetermined length; 

a plurality of spheres each formed from a predetermined water treatment chemical 
agent and each having an outside diameter which is less than the inside diameter of the exit 
passageway of the cylindrical water filter; and 

a mesh tube formed from a polymeric material positioned within the exit passageway 
of the cylindrical filter and extending along the axis thereof for receiving the spheres and for 
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retaining the spheres at predetermined spaced apart locations along substantially the entire length 
of the exit passageway of the cylindrical water filter. 

22. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 2 1 wherein the 
cylindrical mesh tube is formed from a polymeric material having memory which expands to initially 
receive the spheres and which contracts as the water treatment chemical agent comprising the 
spheres dissolves into the water flowing through the cylindrical filter. 

23. (Canceled) 

24 . (Currently amended) In a water treatment system of the type including a cylindrical 
water filter having an axis and a predetermined length, the improvement comprising; 

a plurality of spheres each formed from a predetermined water treatment chemical 

agent: and 

means for positioning the spheres at spaced apart locations along substantially the 
entire length of the cylindrical water filter and in the path of water flowing therethrough; 

Th e wa te r tr eatm e n t sys t em acc or ding to claim 23 whe r ein the sphere positioning 
means co mprises comprising a mesh tube formed from a polymeric material for 
receiving and positioning the spheres therein. 

25 . (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 24 wherein the 
mesh tube is formed from a polymeric material having memory whereby the mesh tube is expanded 
to initially receive the spheres therein and contracts as the diameters of the spheres are reduced as 
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the water treatment chemical agent comprising the spheres is dissolved into the water flowing 
through the cylindrical filter. 

26* (Currently amended) In a water treatment system of the type including a cylindrical 
water filter having an axis and a predetermined length, the improvement comprising: 

a plurality of spheres each formed from a predetermined water treatment chemical 

agent; and 

means for positioning the s pheres at spaced apart locations along substantially the 
entire length of the cylindri cal water filter and in the path of water flowing therethrough: 

Th e water t r eatment system according to claim 23 wkei c iu the sphere positioning 
means comprises a coil spring formed from a polymeric material and wherein the spheres are 
received between adjacent coils c o mprises comprising the spring, 

27. (Previously presented) The water treatment system accordingto claim 26 wherein the 
coil spring is formed from a polymeric material having memoiy whereby the distance between 
adjacent coils of the spring expands to receive the spheres therebetween and contracts as the water 
treatment chemical agent comprising the spheres is dissolved into the water flowing through the 
cylindrical water filter. 

28. (Currently amended) In a water treatment system of the type including a cylindrical 
water filter having an axis and a predetermined length, th e improvement comprising : 

a plurality of spheres each formed from a predetermined water treatment chemical 

agent: and 
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paeans foy positioning thq 3phpi;e$ at Spaced apafl; locatjonsaloqg substantially fog 
entire length of the cylindrical water filter and in the path of water flowing therethrough. 
The water treatment system according to claim 28 wherein each of the spheres has a passageway 
extending diametrically therethrough and wherein the sphere positioning means comprises a rod 
formed from a polymeric material and having the sphere s supported at spaced apart intervals thereon: 
The water tr e atment system according tu daini 28 wherein 
each of the spheres has having a passageway extending diametrically therethrough; 

and 

wherein the sphere positioning means comprises a rod formed from a polymeric 
material and having the spheres supported at spaced apart intervals thereon. 

29. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 28 wherein the 
passageways through the spheres arc characterized by a predetermined inside diameter and wherein 
the rod is characterized by a predetermined outside diameter which is sufficiently larger than the 
inside diameter of the spheres to prevent the spheres from moving relative to the rod 

30. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 28 further 
including a plurality of spacers mounted on the rod and positioned between adjacent spheres 
mounted thereon. 

3 1 . (Previously presented) The water treatment system accondingto claim 28 wherein the 
rod has a plurality of radially extending protrusions formed thereon, wherein the radially extending 
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protrusions are located at spaced apart intervals along the length of the rod, and wherein the spheres 
are engaged with the protrusions to prevent relative movement between the spheres and rod. 

32. (Previously presented) The water treatment system according to claim 3 1 wherein the 
spheres are molded around the radially extending protrusions of the rod. 
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